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ROLEYSTONE–KELMSCOTT BUSHFIRES — KEELTY REPORT —  
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES 

490. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

I refer to the minister’s obdurate refusal to take responsibility for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority’s 
failures, as identified in the Keelty report, to communicate with other agencies, follow protocols and deploy 
resources effectively. 

(1) Why did the minister tell the house on 11 November last year that — 

Western Australia is facing one of its worst bushfire seasons in history … 

I am assured by FESA that the state is better prepared than ever … 

(2) What did the minister personally do to verify the worth of FESA’s assurances? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) What a lot of nonsense from the member for Girrawheen. What I said last year, I stand by. The Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority was well prepared because I had got it a second Type 1 helicopter so 
that it had 4 000 more litres to drop on any fires. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What a stupid, stupid comment and what an insult to not only our career firefighters but 
also our volunteers—our 30 000-odd volunteers! Your comments are a disgrace—an absolute disgrace! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I formally call you to order for the first time today and the member 
for Girrawheen for the second time today. Member for Girrawheen, you have the question in front of the house. I 
would expect that other people would be interested in the answer. I know that you do not need any assistance; 
nor do you need to continually interject on the minister. I will give you the opportunity to ask a supplementary 
question. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know that I will get a supplementary question, so I will keep my comments brief. I said 
that they were prepared, they certainly were in relation — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: “Better prepared than ever” is what you said. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: For goodness sake, they were better prepared than ever! They had more resources then 
than ever before—miles more than in your government, my friend! 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Miles more than your government, so they were better prepared. What happened, as 
members are aware, on the day — 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, the question was asked by the member for Girrawheen. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I simply say that I stand by those comments I made last year absolutely. 
 


